What can we find out about ancient Egypt from
what has survived?

Learning Objective:
To learn about the Egyptian landscape and find out how it
impacted on people’s lives in ancient Egypt.
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This is a map of
ancient Egypt. What do
you notice about how
the towns and cities
are placed?
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The River Nile flows
through Egypt and was the
source of all life for the
ancient Egyptians. They
relied on the Nile for all
sorts of different things.

What do you
think they used the
Nile for?
BACK
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Farming
Egypt is a hot and dry country but by
the River Nile the soil is perfect for
growing crops. In ancient Egypt, the
Nile flooded every year between July
and October. Once the water drained
away, a thick black mud was left
behind which helped the crops to grow.
There were 3 seasons in the farming year in Egypt. From
July to October when the Nile flooded was called the
inundation. Then from November to April, crops were
planted. The crops were then harvested in May and June
before
the
Nile
flooded
again.
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Fishing
The River Nile was also a source of
food. Most Egyptians didn’t eat much
meat but fish was eaten a lot. The
Egyptians would go out onto the Nile
on boats made from papyrus leaves
and spear fish with poles.
The Egyptians used the papyrus reeds that grew around
the Nile for lots of different things as well as building
boats. They made paper out of it too. Papyrus is where our
word
‘paper’
comes
from.
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Trading

The River Nile was perfect for trading goods like food, pots and
clothing because most towns and villages were placed near the
banks of the Nile. Egyptians also traded with other countries so
they used boats to travel to and from other places, bringing back
the
goods
they
had
traded.
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Funerals
Ancient Egyptians believe d that
there was life after death, so their
bodies were preserved using a
process called embalming. After
being embalmed, the body was
mummified and taken to a tomb. The
tombs were often on the opposite
side of the river to where people
lived so the body was transported
by boat. People sailed over to visit
the tombs sometimes too.
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Everyday Life
People used the Nile for
lots of different household
chores. All the washing was
done in the Nile (and it was
the men who washed the
clothes, not the women).
Richer people washed themselves in river water brought up
from the Nile in their bathrooms. Most people, however, just
washed
in
the
Nile
itself.
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Egypt was split into 2 different parts: the red land and the black
land. The black land was everywhere that the water from the
Nile touched when it flooded. The red land was the desert area
where the water didn’t reach. Most people lived in the black land
near the river but some people did live in the red land.

How do you think life
would have been
different for the
Egyptians who lived in
the red land?
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People who could not afford to be embalmed when they died
were buried in the desert in the red land because the heat and
the sand preserved the body, ready for the after-life. This
picture shows a body that was buried around 5000 years ago.
Why do
you think the
ancient Egyptians
liked to be made
into mummies
when they
died?
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